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UK-ARGENTINA: Argentines Await Assault

(Information as of 2300 EDT)

TR

//Little military activity was reported yesterday, and both

sides apparently continued preparations for an imminent military

i showdown. The mood in both capitals was somber as it became ap-

i parent that eleventh-hour UN dszomaﬂc efforts were not yielding
i any positive results. The Argentine military leadership reportedly
: remains unwavering, believing that military defeat is more honorable
fi ’ than an unsatisfactory negotiated settlement.// | |

//British Sea Harrier aircraft attacked the airfield
at Port Stanley yesterday, according to Argentina's mili-
tary command. No results were reported. The 20 Harrier
aircraft brought to the Falklands area on a container

ship reportedly ha nsferred to the British air-
craft carriers.//

i Comment: //The British are attempting to locate
' gentine troop concentrations and to soften up the gar-
n on the Falklands prlor to an attack Thus far,
homblngs and shellings appear to have caused only
The Harriers that have been transferred
1Y v availal le to provide air cover
forces. The British
ters thax have been
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Argentine Military Leadership Unwavering
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flying helicopters hazardous. If the British can Operate )

; under these conditions, however, they will be less vulner-
) able to Argentine air power based on the mainland.//

Mood in the UK Sl [N

b, m S

today, but the mood in the UK is somber. An attack on

_the Falklands is generally expected in the next few days. //

Comment: //The parliamentary consensus supportxng
the government's handling of the crisis may be weakening
as the prospect of a settlement recedes. The debate
today will give the government a last chance to convince
opposition moderates that all reasonable attempts to
achieve a peaceful sottlament have been made. Thatcher
' not be will to e any concessions, however,
¥ : ; sition in government councils

tile negotlatlons with the

//Parliament will again consider the Falkland dlspute
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